The Northern Sands Hotel, Dunnet Bay, Dunnet, Scotland
[image: image1.jpg]L g— i
NORTHERN SANDS HOTEL





Hotel situation:  5 out of 5. The best beach in Britain on its doorstep,
the best views within ten minutes and plenty of car parking spaces.

 For a restaurant far away from any town, it was full which says a lot when most of the customers were locals!
The food: Top marks for turning a carvery into Haut Cuisine, 5 out of 5
The staff: Very welcoming and provide one of the few wi-fi laptop
connections in the area.
www.northernsands.co.uk/
It being the only restaurant within a five mile radius of the campsite
where I had lodged my motor-home, The Northern Sands Hotel was a must for my Sunday lunch. I had been before in July 2007 and reviewed it then. So knowing how good the Sunday lunch was then I was really looking forward to a repeat to the choice in their wonderful carvery. When I say carvery I do not mean mass production of the three meats, Ham, Beef and Turkey for under £4 as we see popping up in past failed pubs. This carvery is a choice of top chef cuisine and a choice which included leg of lamb, the meat the cheap pubs avoid as it is beyond their feeble profit margins.
I bought a two course meal for just under £9 which gave me a fabulous
starter of local Herring, salmon and crayfish tails with green salad and
tomato, I would pay £9 for that alone, 500 miles south of here. The main course was to be my favourite of all red meat, leg of lamb. Not to spoil the flavours by greedily having more than one type of meat, I kept rigidly to lamb and its usual mint sauce and a new addition for me, minted cooked pear. This pear was hot and covered in a sweet mint sauce, the chef told me they did it themselves and I must say what a revelation it accompanied the lamb so well that the old mint sauce tasted rather old fashioned. I did ask how he had done this with the pear, but like so many chefs he was keeping it a secret, but I will not let this fox me as I will be trying it myself when I return to flooded England in a few days.
The hotel is on the top of the hill overlooking Dunnet bay and just past
it turn left and drive up to Mary Anne's crofter cottage, quite an
eye-opener with the way she eked out a living, then carry on up to Dunnet head for a great view of the Orkneys and lighthouse. Try all this with this hotel for a great day out when you are up on the Northern Coast near Thurso, I fully recommend it to you all.
Must add a little bit more, this Hotel has its own church attached to it! 

A review by Henry Tudor whilst on his Scottish progress to study the World War Two defences of the Northern coastline, and take in a sneaky holiday at the same time.


