The Millbank, Mill Bank, Sowerby Bridge, Halifax, Yorks.
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Quality***** Value*****Staff*****Facilities****Access***
Highly Recommended.   www.themillbank.com
Some places are good enough to be worth a little extra trouble – and the Millbank is certainly one of these. It is one of those places which you have to seek out and which you then guard carefully…though passing on details to good friends who deserve to know.
Situated only about five miles from Halifax, one drives along the A58 (easily reached from the M62) until one reaches the small village of Triangle, then follow the sign and turn up the hill along narrow, stone-walled roads to Mill Bank village. In Mill Bank itself the inn is simple to find…but parking is on a local bus route, so show consideration for villagers and park carefully as there is no space for any designated car park. Reaching the door is then a matter of descending along a short flagged road – no problem for most, but wheelchair access might be a little difficult…consult the pub for details of arrangements.
Once inside we were greeted by helpful, efficient staff and soon seated in the lounge/bar area for drinks and choices from the extensive and interesting menu. Soon shown into the conservatory area we were able to admire both the views and the care with which the pub had been laid out and decorated. Like many buildings in the area, this one is stone built and deceptive in size….built on a slope there are more floors than one might think on the down-slope side and also a good garden dining area for summer weather. The interior is modern and tasteful, with room for large or smaller parties and ample space between tables.
Having made our choices there was a short wait for the food to arrive (always a good sign of proper preparation) and we were certainly not disappointed when it came. The meals were well presented and finely cooked to show off both the individual flavours of the ingredients and the overall taste of the whole – not something easily attained but here a credit to the chef and their brigade. Helpings were generous and the menu encourages a return to try other items …in short the whole experience was very positive and shows that real care and talent will shine through…. and all at very reasonable cost.

To site such a gastro-pub in a rather out of the way place simply proves the adage that if things are good enough the world will beat a path to the door – and in this case you should get in first and visit soon and often. If you are looking for quality, reasonable prices, individual attention – and above all very good food – this place should be near the top of your list. As somewhere which links a traditional building and modern cuisine it will take a lot of beating….and the views are something special too!
