The Market House Country Inn, Hampton Heath, Malpas, Cheshire.
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Quality*** Value***Staff***Facilities***Access***

 Recommended.   http://www.themarkethousemalpas.co.uk/
Firstly, it must be said that the picture above is a poor one – the Inn doesn’t really have lights swirling about….but maybe they would if they could. Part of the reason for the picture is that the Inn is situated at a busy roundabout on the A41 road so there is little time for unobtrusive photography….at least that’s our excuse.
Parking is quite easy at the rear of the building (access from one road only) and so we made our way into a very promising and rather plush lounge area. At this point we encountered a large notice asking us to wait to be seated somewhere...not what we expected.

We had passed this way before and found the Inn to be disused, so we were pleased to find that the building had been renovated to a high standard. We also noted the abundance of Golf memorabilia on display and later learned that the inn was now under the wing of a former PGA golf international.
Soon seated near a fine log fire we took our drinks and gave our orders, so before long we were seated in a smaller dining area…the larger one being mainly given over to a birthday party. When our food arrived it was very tasty and well presented and we made a very good meal of it…and at reasonable cost, too, so we would certainly recommend that you call in to sample the fare on offer.
Sadly, all was not well in other areas, with what appeared to be inexperienced ‘front of house’ staff who could well benefit from further training and encouragement. 
Minor difficulties these certainly were, but the overall effect was of ‘amateurishness’ and a diminution of the pleasure we gained from what was a very good meal. It is to be hoped that with time and a little more ‘polish’ this impression will disappear and the place will attain its true potential – which is considerable.
We certainly wish the Inn well and we shall call again to see if our first impression was just a ‘one-off’ on a busy evening….but with other well established hostelries nearby the Market House will have to raise its game if it is to compete.

Try it yourselves and let us know of your dining experiences there.

