The Marble Church – St Margaret’s, Bodelwyddan

As travellers fly past on the main A55 Expressway to and from the North Wales coastal resorts or the nearby Snowdonia mountain range, one landmark stands out as a place mark…..St Margaret’s church at Bodelwyddan. Few will have paused in their travels to view the church and learn of its history and some, given the pristine look of the building, will assume it to be a recent addition to the area. This however is far from the case, as a recent visit revealed.
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A splendid building in all
respects, looking as new as the
day it was built and a real
credit to the congregation and

the people of the area as well
as to those who originally
endowed it.

Inside there is more splendour,
both in the carefully wrought
stained glass windows and in the
other notable features of the
church.

Carving of real quality
also abounds, with many
examples of first-class skill
to be seen throughout.





The church was erected by Lady Willoughby de Broke in memory of her husband, Henry Peyto-Verney, 16th Baron Willoughby de Broke. She laid the foundation stone on 24 July 1856 and the new church designed by John Gibson was consecrated by the Bishop of St. Asaph on 23 August 1860. 

The churchyard contains the graves of numerous victims of the Spanish flu pandemic of 1918-19 in the camp. On 4-5 March 1919 a riot occurred in the camp when the ship allocated to return the troops to Canada was diverted to carry food supplies to Russia, and five Canadian soldiers were killed in the disturbances and four buried in St Margaret's Churchyard.

The story of all this is far too involved to tell here, so visit the place itself when in the area and seek more information as below:

http://www.zyworld.com/parishofbodelwyddan/St_Margarets_November_2011.pdf
