The Longmynd Hotel, Church Stretton, Shropshire.
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Highly recommended.   www.longmynd.co.uk
The picture shows the view many get of this excellent hotel, as taken from the A49- and many only look, missing one of the best restaurants in the Church Stretton area and with Ludlow and its culinary reputation not far away, best does mean best.

From a distance the hotel looks imposing and expensive. Imposing it is; comfortable and high quality it is; expensive it is not. Those who know are aware of the very real value for money you get from this hotel, set in its own grounds and with scenic views of the valley below and hills beyond. People hereabouts clearly demand quality and they get it here.
On entry you are greeted by plush surroundings and obliging staff – when we were there for lunch recently a pianist was playing in one of the lounge areas, setting the tone for the meal and the comfortable bar area allowed ample time for choice from an interesting menu. The dining rooms themselves look out over interesting views, a setting too good to simply pass by on that main road.
The meal was served promptly and was substantial – in fact neither of us could finish all three courses – the chef and his staff clearly doing a grand job. All the other staff also deserved praise – and how often are you justified in saying that these days?

After a very good meal we moved out to admire the view and then moved on to look at nearby Bishops Castle and Clun, villages well worth a visit and with a character all of their own – friendliness playing a large part.

We’ve driven past the hotel on the main A49 before – but not any more. We’ll always call in and have a meal, even if we have to make the time and we would urge you to do the same. At some times especially in summer, the hotel gets very busy, so a call first might be a good idea, but do take the trouble- and like us you’ll want to go back again.
