The Ladybower Inn, Bamford, Hope Valley, Derbyshire.
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities***
Recommended.    http://www.ladybower-inn.co.uk/
Situated on the main Sheffield – Manchester A57 road and overlooking the Ladybower Reservoir, famed as a scenic attraction and also as the place where the legendary Dam Busters of 617 Squadron practised their epic wartime raid, the Ladybower Inn is always a welcoming watering hole.

Thus it proved to be when after a long day’s travel we stopped off for a late snack before braving the Snake Pass through the Derbyshire hills. Parking is easy in the designated space opposite the inn, but care should be taken when crossing the road, which is twisty and often has traffic moving quite fast.

Reaching the haven of the inn itself we first noticed its traditional appearance outside and then were glad of its solidity and comfort within. Greeted by friendly staff we were soon made to feel at home and our request for a meal (rather later in the evening than most) brought interesting menus and good service.
Having made our selection from a typical ‘pub grub’ menu we settled down to a short wait and took in the décor of what turned out to be a real pub with real food and real people…not one of the modern ‘plastic palace’ places which seemingly spring up everywhere today.

After a suitable wait our food arrived and although we had ordered only light meals the helpings were substantial – just the sort of thing the hikers and ramblers who visit the area would want. The food itself was tasty and well presented and of good value…and we found ourselves apologising for not finishing it in full after the care taken in its preparation.

After paying the very reasonable bill we left refreshed and ready for our journey through the hills – and again taking care crossing the road we set off into the growing darkness.

Certainly we will visit this unpretentious and rather charming inn again – and we would recommend that when in the area you do the same. 

