The Kings Head Hotel, Thirlspot, Keswick, Cumbria
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities***
Recommended.    017687 72393

Situated on the A591 just a few miles outside Keswick and at the foot of Helvellyn, this hotel has splendid views of the hills and surrounding area. Parking is easy in the large car park at the front of the building, which shows its tradition as a coaching inn from the seventeenth century. Inside, however, all has been modernised whilst retaining the character of the inn, with several dining areas – from the formal restaurant area used mainly in the evenings to a secondary dining area and a bar lounge…although alfresco dining is also an option.
Greeted by friendly and helpful staff, we selected the bar/lounge area for our meals (the most modern setting and quite busy) and it didn’t take long for drinks and a menu of good pub grub standard to arrive.

Having made our selections from this menu our food soon arrived and it proved to be tasty and available in good-sized portions, being well prepared and presented.

It didn’t take us long to dispose of these meals, but we still had time to note the general range of customers, most of them walkers or other tourists, sadly including one impolite person from ‘dahn souff’ as the locals might have put it – i.e. the Essex area. The staff coped well with this individual and his party in spite of their lack of manners and whilst dealing with other customers.

We enjoyed our meals at this hotel and would certainly recommend that you call in when in the area and looking for good pub grub at reasonable prices. There were also several ‘specials’ on offer which were of apparent good quality, so the choices covered all tastes.

Our meals completed, we continued our tour of the area, eventually calling in at Maryport and Cockermouth, both now recovering from disastrous flooding in the recent past. 
