The Jervis Arms, Onecote, nr. Leek, Staffordshire
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities***
Recommended.    01538 304206 

We had been driving through the Peak District areas of Derbyshire – and Staffordshire – looking at the seasonal Well-Dressings (always worth a visit) when we drove down a minor road, the B5053, and reached Onecote….and no, we don’t know how you pronounce it!
The village is small, scenic and typical of many in the area…mainly an agricultural region sometimes visited by tourists such as ourselves. Espying the Jervis Arms we noted the adjacent car park…and the wooden bridge over the river which we had to cross to get from car park to the pretty pub garden and thence to the inn. 

Entering through the side porch rather than the front door it was at once evident that this was a place of character and some history, with second hand books for sale (as a village library?) and with typical beamed ceilings and traditional pub interior to welcome the traveller.

Greeted by friendly staff and surrounded by locals we were soon seated in a small but comfortable dining area and perusing an uncomplicated menu of typical pub grub. Having given our orders there was a short wait as the food was prepared and this gave us the chance to note that only a few walkers etc were present – this was clearly the village inn mainly for the inhabitants and for any lucky passers-by who called in.
When the food arrived it was available in large portions and very tasty indeed – clearly the chef knew exactly what they were doing in producing meals of a high standard and had sensibly limited the menu to suit customers’ tastes.

Just a short time before we had visited another village inn in another area – and the Jervis Arms was better by far in all respects. 
Lots of care and effort had also gone into making the gardens pretty whilst allowing space for a children’s’ play area and it was evident throughout that the management were thoughtful and mindful of customers needs.

As you have guessed by now, if you want to see a true village inn with very good food we thoroughly recommend that you visit the Jervis Arms and if necessary make the detour from the main roads in order to do so.
 Do try it – there aren’t too many places like this left these days!
