The Izaak Walton Hotel, Dovedale, Ashbourne, Derbyshire
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Highly recommended.         http://www.izaakwaltonhotel.com/
How can one succumb to temptation and yet resist it at the same time? Read on and all ….or at least some…will be revealed.

On a warm and sunny weekend there are few better places to visit than the Derbyshire Dales and few nicer Dales than Dovedale.  The area does get a little crowded of course and this is where the temptation comes in. Driving through the area and admiring the scenery we stopped for lunch at the Hotel, where something was clearly going on.

It turned out to be a Wedding….and at first we were assumed to be members of the party….but we didn’t take advantage and allow temptation to win, leaving the family groups in the future to puzzle over which side of the family we were from.
The temptation to which we did succumb was that of having our lunch in another part of the old, charming Hotel. Clearly this is a place well used to all kinds of events, and the efficient staff soon brought as a quite extensive menu from which to select our meal. We were considerate here, too, selecting things which wouldn’t add to the strain of a major event, but we were not disappointed when the food arrived.

The meal was tasty, well prepared and well presented, with each individual flavour showing through and blending to form a very good overall meal…and this was true for each of the courses we tried.

For such a good meal in such excellent surroundings the cost was very reasonable and certainly very good value for money.

Again resisting the temptation to join in the revelry, we drove a short distance to Dovedale itself and slowly (it had been a good meal) walked along the banks of the river and joined with the others enjoying the splendid scenery.

When in this area – or even when nearby – make the journey, take the detour….but call in at this lovely Hotel and enjoy the area as much as we did.
