The Inn at Whitewell, nr Clitheroe, Lancashire
[image: image1.jpg]



Quality ***** Value*****Staff*****Facilities*****

Highly recommended.
http://www.innatwhitewell.com/welcome.php
If you want brilliant scenery, excellent food, atmosphere and character, all combined with first- class service, then this is the place for you.

First, however, you have to find it – not that difficult as it’s well signposted. First follow the Forest of Bowland signs from Clitheroe or Longridge (easy motorway exit from M6 just after Preston) and then the signs for Whitewell. At this point you would have to be really trying to miss the Inn – it’s the main feature near the river.
The Inn has been there for a very long time and parts of the building show this in their exteriors, but inside facilities are up to date and top class. We chose to eat in a small dining room overlooking the river and giving great views of the area, but there are several dining areas available, from the stone-flagged floor of ancient rooms to plush carpeted dining rooms with beamed ceilings. There is even a marquee for functions such as wedding parties – a popular location in this idyllic scenery.

The food on offer is to suit every taste and surprisingly (relatively) inexpensive. Fresh local produce is much in evidence and as you would expect in such a country area fish and game are to the fore. On my last visit I took a very good friend to try their fish pie speciality– he takes some impressing (as a farmer and countryman himself he isn’t given to exaggeration, for example his idea of a bitterly cold day is ‘a little fresh’) and he has tried this kind of dish in several places – he found this to be one of the very best he’d eaten. My own meal was equally impressive. The chef and his brigade certainly know their stuff.
Also impressive was the friendly atmosphere of a high class hotel – helpful and with that indefinable quality which we all seek and which comes from years of experience and hard work.  It’s something special and should be appreciated. No surprise, then, to find the Inn has won a large number of awards from prestigious hotel and food groups. No surprise either that in this country area with shooting and fishing to the fore and large estates nearby, that a visitor might be pleasantly surprised by who you might meet at lunch –the gentry know good value too, indeed, who better. 
This is somewhere off the beaten track and while a casual caller at lunchtime is not likely to be turned away we would recommend booking for evening meals particularly at weekends – this place is too good to miss for lack of preparation.

After the meal there is the countryside to explore, from picturesque villages to bleak moor lands – or even the Wild Boar Park not far away, an experience in itself. If the weather is less than kind the Inn even has its own wine shop – and the market town of Clitheroe nearby has Byrne’s,  justly famous for its range of wines and Whiskey and Cowman’s famous for its prize winning sausages.
Make it a day out and you won’t regret it.

