The Hazel Pear Inn, Acton Bridge, Cheshire
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Provisionally Recommended.   http://www.pardoe.net/abo/hpinn.htm
Traditional in many respects – and none the worse for it – the Hazel Pear Inn (named after the orchard behind the inn) began life as a farm, then became the Railway Hotel and finally was renamed in 1972.

As may be imagined, there is much history behind these incarnations, including a visit by General Patton in WW2 where one double whisky was his ration – a request for the next being refused by the doughty landlady….he may have won the Battle of the Bulge later, but in the battle for the whisky he was overmatched!

We came upon this inn by chance and parked in its ample car park at the side of the inn, noting the range of facilities on offer as we went round to the front door. The interior was as traditional as we expected, with a number of small rooms leading off from the bar and an area set aside for dining. Our greeting was warm and friendly and with the bar area being populated by locals who clearly met there regularly, we selected a smaller room nearby and ate there.
The menu was of typical pub grub so selection was straightforward and after a short wait (during which drinks were provided) our meals arrived. While we waited we had time to look around and found the inn to be typical of the small railway hotels which once populated such villages – cosy and well built, but without pretension.

The food itself was of good quality and large in portion size, with care being taken in its preparation and presentation….and it didn’t take us long to dispose of it.

When it came time to pay the bill we found the cost very reasonable – but their card machine was off-line, so cash was gracefully accepted instead…something to enquire about before finding one has less change than one thought!

We thought the Hazel Pear an interesting place and enjoyed our visit – just the place for someone seeking a traditional village inn without frills and fancies – a place where locals gather to discuss the area and their world……but not really the place for gourmets or those seeking great comforts and fancy décor.
It is certainly somewhere worth calling in to and we shall look in again to explore it more fully in the future.

