The Hand at Llanarmon, Ceiriog Valley, North Wales.
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Highly recommended and Dog Friendly.            http://www.thehandhotel.co.uk/
This hotel is something special set in a special place. Out of the way and yet easily reachable from the A5 or A483 at Chirk, one has only to follow the Ceiriog Valley road signs to reach the crossroads of two drovers roads that is Llanarmon DC and its pretty village.

The Hand is an interesting mixture, bar area, hotel and high quality restaurant catering to mainly residents and visitors, all looking to enjoy the countryside nearby. It is a testament to the management that they compete well with the other established hotel in this small village, the West Arms Hotel, literally across the road and also with a fine reputation.

The Hand was once a sixteenth century farmhouse and on entering it is clear that care has been taken to retain its character features whilst enhancing them to high modern standards. 

We arrived with a young puppy in tow (although in truth he towed us for much of the day) and were made very welcome indeed, the puppy being allowed into the bar area to settle on a comfortable carpet near a warm log fire. The story of Max the puppy’s day out can be found in the Disconnected Jottings section of this site – see how well he was treated by all.

Made welcome from the start, we first had coffee then walked the dog, then returned for lunch. Throughout the service was first class, with a wide range of choices from the menu on offer including local produce and all of it tasty. After a short wait our meal arrived and was both large in amount and of very good quality in all respects.
Such meals, individually prepared and in such a setting, are not cheap, but we had full value from the reasonable costs there were to pay.

It is not often that we can recommend so highly two establishments so close to each other, but in this case we must make an exception for exceptional places.

Don’t delay….as soon as possible visit the Ceiriog Valley in North Wales and, if you have a dog with you or even if you just want a very good meal, call in at the Hand Hotel. You won’t be disappointed.

