The Grey Mare, Grane Road, Belthorn, Blackburn, Lancashire.
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Quality *** Value**** Staff**** Facilities***

Highly recommended.               01254 53308
This pub, one of the highest in England, is well worth seeking out on the moors above Blackburn, on the road to Helmshore. There is a large car park which begins to give you an idea of its popularity, even in this out of the way location, but when you get inside all is explained.

The interior is of the traditional type, and the welcome friendly and warm – the food is available from a quite extensive menu and could be described as superior ‘pub grub’, although it is a little more than that. The food is very well prepared, often from fresh local ingredients and after a short wait that tells you its all home made, arrives in suitably large quantities. Prices here are very reasonable indeed and this, together with the quality of the menu means that the pub can get rather busy – so booking is advised during peak times.
The dining area reflects the original pub rooms, but it loses nothing for that, indeed friendly conversations are encouraged and the atmosphere engendered is very positive.

In short, this is a good place to go if you want real food, made with real skill, for real people – a world away from the ‘plastic’ large franchise pubs. In this part of the world they like the real thing, and the Grey Mare is a good example of it.
