The Fox Country Inn, Roby Mill, Upholland, Wigan, Lancashire.
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Quality*** Value**** Staff****Facilities***

Recommended.       http://www.thefox-inn.com/www.thefox-inn.coms/info.php?p=1
We always take recommendations from our readers very seriously, so when we heard of the Fox from a website contributor we dispatched some of our team to look into the matter. The people who visited ‘knew the area’ so (of course)spent some time in the wrong place…so the first thing we would suggest is that you look at the inn’s website and follow their location instructions – then it’s all very easy.

Situated in the interesting little village of Roby Mill, between Parbold and Upholland, the Fox has a good-sized car park (a little pot-holed by the snow, but then what isn’t in county areas) and a traditional appearance. On making our way in we found a well set out and well decorated interior, with comfortable bar and lounge areas and a separate restaurant, equally well laid out and with an ‘open to view’ kitchen area.
Greeted by friendly but unobtrusive staff, we made our way to a table of our choice in the lounge area and selected drinks and meals from a typical ‘good pub grub’ type menu, the restaurant, with its larger menu, being unavailable at that time of day.

It was when the food arrived that we noticed the first major plus point – it was very well prepared and produced from local produce and very tasty indeed. We had deliberately chosen deceptively ‘simple’ fare as this is often the most difficult to do well….but the chef and their brigade had produced top quality meals. Portions were large, flavours were marked but well chosen to blend into a satisfying whole and the whole meal left us well satisfied indeed.

Another pleasant surprise came when we looked at the bill – very reasonable indeed – for we had sometimes paid much more in restaurants for food of lesser quality. 

As you may guess, we shall visit again soon – though the inn is to undergo a major refurbishment in February 2011 and so will close for a while. Certainly we think you should take the trouble to go a little way off the beaten track and visit the Fox – and then, as we did, look at the village itself and explore the surrounding countryside. Many thanks, Paul…and let us know of any other places you recommend!

