The Eagle at Barrow, Clitheroe Rd., Barrow Nr. Clitheroe, Lancs.
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Quality*** Value****Staff****Facilities****Access*****
Recommended.   Tel. 01254 825285

Website is www.theeagleatbarrow.co.uk but not currently operational.

There has been an inn at this site for many years – most recently a ‘chain’ outlet, then Mondo, a restaurant of much higher aspirations and now the Eagle at Barrow. In its most recent incarnation a great deal of money must have been spent in modernising and upgrading buildings and facilities and this certainly shows from the outset and in all areas.

Parking is easy in the large car park and on entering the restaurant the first impressions are favourable indeed. Greeted by efficient and welcoming staff, we had the choice of a place in the comfortably furnished bar/lounge area or a table in one of the restaurant areas. We chose the latter and opted for a sunny window seat rather than moving further into what seemed quite a cavernous interior. An interesting point is the positioning of an open kitchen area, so customers can see and hear the chef and his brigade at work should they so desire.
 The menu was quite extensive and had some interesting features, so it wasn’t long before we had made our selections and were sipping drinks and awaiting our meals. It was then that the first point of contention arose, as one of our meals arrived very swiftly and showed signs of some of the cooked fare being pre-prepared – not always the best sign of individual chef attention. There can be no doubt that the meals were very well presented and were both tasty and value for money…but a smidgen of doubt remained and cast a small shadow on an otherwise pleasurable experience.

Perhaps we could be accused of being too picky in such matters, but it seemed that this restaurant was aiming at matching the best similar eating places nearby and was falling a little short. Certainly it provided superior pub grub, but we were unsure as to whether it wished to reach true gastro-pub status like some of its nearby competitors….and clearly we shall  have to visit again to get a better impression – hence the ‘recommended’ status so far.
It should also be noted that it wasn’t long before the restaurant filled up – and this in an affluent area with many possible alternatives for quality meals – so clearly the locals were voting with their feet and found everything to their taste.

Overall we would recommend that you certainly should visit the Eagle at Barrow – and then perhaps advise us of your experiences. Like any new establishment there will doubtless be things to work on and our judgement is that things will get better over time.

Perhaps too the target customers are seeking good food which is an alternative to pricey gastro-pub fare…and if this is so the Eagle at Barrow is certainly on to a winner.

Go there and tell us what you think!

