The Dog and Partridge, Hesketh Lane, Chipping, nr Preston, Lancs.
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Highly Recommended.   01995 61201

Driving through the Ribble Valley in Lancashire, heading out from Longridge towards the Fells and the pretty village of Chipping we came upon the Dog and Partridge. With its solid stone walls, car park and countryside location it looked as if it was a true part of the landscape…something that really belonged – and so it proved to be.

Let me say at once that we were fortunate in many ways, not least in that we were able to take lunch without booking in advance, as the place soon filled up with regular customers. The staff were very welcoming, friendly and efficient and although they clearly knew most of the other customers by name at no time did we feel left out….and soon our drinks were in our hands and choices made from an interesting menu….and at very reasonable cost.
We had a little time to look around as our meals were being prepared and were heartened to see that the traditional and comfortable interior had retained what someone called ‘a hunting lodge’ look – in keeping with some of the food on offer, as we were soon to find.
Entering the cosy but deceptively large dining area we were seated to our satisfaction near some regular customers and before long were included in some of their friendly small talk.

Then our meals arrived and we were immediately struck by their quality and by the large helpings with which we were provided. This was good food for those with good appetites and no-one would have gone away hungry. It was also pleasing to note that the ingredients were mainly local and that they were exactly as advertised – even to the wild duck being given with a warning to ‘look out for any shotgun pellets’…and indeed there were one or two to prove the freshness and provenance of what really was almost a whole duck!

The Ribble valley is affluent and there is much choice of good food – but if you want the real taste of Lancashire as it was and (sadly, rarely) still is you must visit the Dog and Partridge….you will greatly enjoy the experience and at a fraction of the prices of the ‘named’ establishments which now abound not far away. Call soon, but book in advance!!
