The Derby Arms, Thornton with Wheatley, Longridge, Lancs.
Quality **** Value**** Staff **** Facilities ****

Highly recommended.                                               01772 782623
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This is an interesting pub, situated on the Chipping road, just a few miles from Longridge near Preston and thus easily accessible from the M6 motorway. To some degree what you see is what you get, for the pretty traditional exterior is matched by a comfortable country pub interior. There are notable differences, however, both in the quality of the food and in one other aspect not normally found in every local pub.

The menu has a good range, mainly Classical British and Continental in style, with fish dishes a particular speciality, changing to suit the fresh fish (and game) available. The staff are helpful and the influx of locals tells you that you’re in a well regarded eatery- and all at very reasonable prices.
Where there is a difference, however, is that the Derby Arms supplies ready prepared meals (pre-packaged) so that customers can take away Game Pies or other such items and simply follow the cooking instructions to produce a first class meal. There is, of course, a growing demand for this service.

What are the problems, then? Very few, as the only difficulty we encountered was that the meals here were served a little later in the evening than was normal- so don’t expect the food on the table at 6pm sharp. When it arrives, just a little later, it’s well worth the wait.
