The Crown Hotel –Horton-in-Ribblesdale nr Settle N. Yorks
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Quality ** Value*** Staff    *** Facilities   ***

Recommended.                       www.crown-hotel.co.uk
If you like walking and rugged countryside, this is somewhere you will want to go.

The Crown Hotel is in the northern part of the Ribble valley and is one of the few hotels actually sited on the Pennine Way. It is centrally placed between the three well known peaks of Pen-y-Ghent, Ingleborough and Whernside, giving access to some of the finest walking country in England. Clearly an ancient inn, the oak beams in the bar lounge are reputed to be ships timbers.

Nearest towns are Settle, Skipton, Leyburn and Hawes, each with its own character and local market, lending interest for visitors to the area. The hotel itself is situated where the bridge crosses the river - visitors from Settle see the sign, but those coming from the other direction need to slow and take care to look out for it.

It is a place without pretension, which offers a limited range of good, wholesome food, well prepared and presented – just the thing to set you up for a good walk or recharge the batteries after a day outdoors. It’s the sort of place where locals and hikers meet, where the phrase ‘a good evening meal’ means just that –no more but no less. Value for money is good and the staff helpful, but business is split between the hotel and the food side, and sometimes a little patience is called for accordingly. The attentiveness of the staff and the surroundings soon restore things, however, and a warm meal does wonders on a cold day.

The road through the area is over high ground, and allowance for this must be made in inclement weather and in winter the weather in the hills can change quickly, so be prepared.

One minor difficulty is the limited on-site parking, shared with hotel and cottage guests, but a public (pay) car park is only about 100 yards away and a new car park has just been finished behind the hotel.
This is a good place to look into as a break in a journey or a destination after walking and you will not be disappointed by the food or the atmosphere. If you seek deep carpets and five star menus you won’t find them in this village, but it’s a real place with real people and good, old fashioned food. Try it and see!

