The Crew Room Café, the Pilot Centre, Denham Aerodrome, Denham,
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Highly Recommended.        01895 834568

Every now and then we find (OK, stumble upon) somewhere very unusual but very good – and this is a case in point. Recently we thought we’d take a look at Denham airfield and were interested to see a sign directing us to The Crew Room café. Of course this was at the far end of the airfield (it always is, in these cases), and our first sight was of a rusting WWII Nissan hut…but on turning the corner we saw the modern building shown above….just feet from parked aircraft.

Making our way inside we found very friendly staff, modern café furniture and a good menu filled with tasty and affordable food. On a pleasant summer’s day one could sit outside and dine alfresco, but on the cold damp day of our visit the warm interior was fine. It didn’t take us long to select from the menu and after a short wait the food which arrived was just what we wanted – and in generous portions, too.

As we rapidly consumed our meals we looked around at the other customers and found that the cafe was well named, as they were mainly pilots (some writing up their flying log-books over their coffee) and their students, with a sprinkling of ground crew and other flying-related staff….this place really did do what it said on the box.  Outside we had an unobstructed view over the airfield and could watch with fascination as the planes and helicopters took off and landed on what is really a training airfield or one suitable for business flights using smaller aircraft. Such places are rare indeed – and should be treasured.
The other customers were clearly regulars and often engaged in conversation with each other about their flights or their training, but the overall atmosphere was friendly and we certainly were made to feel at home by the owner and the staff.

This, it seems, is a venture only about six months old – and we can certainly see it growing to be a well established spot…especially as it becomes better known to visitors. Make the detour, follow the signs, drive to the ample car park at the end of the road…and then enjoy your visit to this highly recommended spot…and pass on the information so others may do the same.
