The Country Teashop, Staindrop, County Durham
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Highly Recommended.          http://www.thecountryteashop.co.uk/
Staindrop is a pretty little village to be found on the A688 between Bishop Auckland and Barnard Castle and very close to Raby Castle, one of the best medieval castles in the region. As can be seen from the picture, off-road parking is available in limited quantities outside the teashop, but adequate parking areas may be found not far away – take care, though, as the main road can get busy on times.

The teashop was taken over by its current owners in 2002 and its reputation has grown ever since with both locals and visitors finding it to be a haven of quality home-cooked food and good service. We visited at a fairly slack time early in the week (we were visiting castles nearby) and as we had visited before we knew we were in the right place. There are restaurant facilities too and from our experience we would think that they were of an equally high standard, but as we have not yet sampled them we cannot give a full recommendation at present.
The teashop is air conditioned (a boon in the summer sun), well decorated and friendly, with helpful staff and no need of pretensions – the quality of the meals speak for themselves. It was significant that even during our short stay many local customers called in and were greeted as friends.
The menu is quite extensive and changes regularly, with many locally-sourced items of produce being used to good effect. After a short wait (things really are home made to order) our meals arrived and were delicious and extremely good value for money – far better than the average in most places…and there were even some special offers which were available had we wished.

In short, the Country Teashop in Staindrop is worth a visit even if you have to make a detour to do so and there must be many owners of local inns who are wondering how they can compete.

We don’t often like such places as much as this, so take heed and call in – you won’t be disappointed.
