The Coterie Restaurant, Birchfield Rd, Widnes, Lancashire
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Recommended.   www.thecoterie.co.uk
Situated at a busy road junction in a suburban area of Widnes (not a place with the best reputation for scenery and food), the Coterie restaurant belies its ‘large pub’ image.

Finding the place at all isn’t too easy, so do use the restaurant website guide to help – you will find it to be well worth the effort. Parking is straightforward (having first carefully negotiated the roundabout traffic system outside) and on entry we were greeted by friendly staff and shown into a comfortable bar/lounge area.

This was an event to which we had been invited by a third party, so there was only a fixed menu on offer – though the quality of what we received hinted at a high standard of both cooking and service. After a short time we were shown through to the well decorated dining area (and this time to a private section) and the meal began.
Our food was well prepared and presented, the flavours being carefully chosen to complement the main course…and the helpings were generous without being excessive. In short, we had a very pleasant meal which would encourage us to call in again when in the area and which boded well for the Coterie’s reputation.

Usually we offer suggestions about restaurants in leafy suburbs or standing in their own grounds near to scenic areas. In this case it is simply a good restaurant in a seemingly pleasant suburb not far from the centre of a busy industrial town – and none the worse for any of that. We must admit that it would not have been somewhere we would have been likely to find on our own initiative – but we would have been the losers.

Visit the Coterie if you can – it might change some of your preconceptions too!
