The Colony Restaurant at the Midland Hotel, Peter St Manchester.
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Provisionally Recommended.   
  www.qhotels.co.uk/hotels/the-midland-manchester/dining/colony-restaurant.aspx
 Dining at the Midland Hotel in Manchester has always had a certain cachet even before Mr Rolls and Mr Royce met there to begin a certain motor company, so it was with a sense of anticipation that we decided to have a festive meal –not in the prestigious and expensive French Restaurant, but in the slightly lesser Colony Restaurant (once the home of oft-visited Nico Central).

Entry here is either through the main portico of the Midland or the side entrance shown in the picture, so to suit the occasion we went in through the main route and past a scene of elegance and a ‘black tie’ event with its attendant air of self-importance. 

The Colony Restaurant itself is just as spacious as on previous visits to the Midland, the décor as interesting as ever and the staff just as welcoming, but it is there that the resemblance to Nico Central ends. The first thing we noticed was that the dining area was not very well populated and that it consequently lacked a little atmosphere, but service was prompt and helpful, though with more enthusiasm than finesse.

A festive menu was all that was available (and would anyway suit our needs) so selection of courses did not take long and the food arrived without delay. It was here however that qualms set in, for although clearly well cooked and presented the portions appeared quite small and courses did not always fit their descriptions – a salad of ‘Fresh and Exotic Fruits’ for example contained mainly melon and apple, neither of which we would have considered ‘Exotic’ at any time.
The food itself was always tasty and of a good standard with care having clearly been taken in its preparation, but the best description we could come up with was to say that it was adequate and little more. Certainly it failed to live up to the décor and ambience we were expecting.

In fairness however it should be noted that a more varied and normal menu might have given a different effect – and this is the reason for the ‘Provisional’ rating and this rather ambiguous review – we certainly will visit again to ascertain whether the impression given was merely that of an ‘off night’, albeit one of festive importance. 
For a restaurant, any restaurant, inside the Midland Hotel high standards in all areas are expected and we felt that on this showing our reasonable expectations were not met. Of course the cost of the meal has to be taken into consideration, but we felt we were perhaps paying towards the setting rather than the quality of the meal…and that the 10% service charge added automatically to the bill was a feature not to be commended – it has to be earned not taken for granted.

When in Manchester we shall visit the Midland Hotel again and perhaps have a drink in the Wyvern Bar or Octagon Lounge but we will think twice about the Colony Restaurant….Mr Rolls and Mr Royce might have founded British Leyland had they met there, but not much else as things stand at present.
We would welcome your views about dining at The Colony Restaurant and look forward to your comparisons with the many other quality dining experiences on offer in city centre Manchester.
