The Cholmondeley Arms, Cholmondeley, Malpas, Cheshire.
Quality **** Value***** Staff    **** Facilities   *****

Highly recommended.                        
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http://www.cholmondeleyarms.co.uk/
This building was used as a school until quite recently, but many would argue that it serves at least as good a purpose now. The area certainly needed a good restaurant, since in the 1890s the Marquis of Cholmondeley decreed that his estate should be ‘dry’ –after about 100 years this changed for the better for all of us. The restaurant has gone from strength to strength, winning major awards year after year – including a very prestigious one in 2005. 
Not surprising, then, that people in the know will travel here for their meal, a task made quite easy by its situation on the A49 road, here not too busy and surrounded by lovely countryside.

There is a wide range of food on offer, most of it using local produce and all of it delicious – you don’t win awards for nothing in this affluent part of the world. A speciality is the range of home made puddings on offer and you would do well to try and leave a little extra space to fit one in.

The interior of the building is well set out and friendly, but (fortunately) no attempt has been made to hide its original purpose – it just adds to the character of the place.

There are no problems here (unless you count quality and popularity as problems – so a reservation might well be needed at potentially busy times) and there is ample car parking space in the old school yard and nearby – essential when most will travel here by car.

So, what is left? To enjoy your meal and take a leisurely drive home, passing through scenic landscapes: or for those with some energy still left after lunch there are always the castle grounds and gardens to visit, just across the road.
A very pleasant way to end the day.
