The Calveley Arms, Handley, nr Tattenhall, Chester.
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Recommended.         http://www.calveleyarms.co.uk/
Driving down the main A41 Whitchurch Road about ten miles from Chester we came upon the sign for the Calveley Arms, pointing to the small village itself and to the very good hostelry we found there.

Once a Coaching Inn dating back to the 1600s and with many historic connections, this unpretentious place has a lot to boast about, should it wish to do so.

Parking was easy in the small car park at the side of the pub (off-road parking would also be possible) and entering the comfortably modified traditional interior we were greeted by friendly staff.

We had chosen a less than busy time – always a good guide to real standards – but found that we were soon seated at a pleasant table and provided with drinks. The menus were interesting in two ways; firstly the range of food available had some unusual continental dishes on offer and secondly in that the menus themselves were included as the frontispieces of books…in our case a descriptive book about Art and a book of Fairy Tales – a charming touch.

This, we found, echoed the care and attention to detail in all areas of the inn, with our food being of a high standard and large in portion and the service from staff being attentive and of a high quality.

We lingered over our meals as much to retain the atmosphere of the place as to savour the tastes we encountered – though the tastes themselves were well worth savouring – and when it came our time to leave we were pleasantly surprised to find the cost of the food to be very reasonable.

As we made our way out we thought that this was a place by-passed by the main route…..but one which gastronauts such as ourselves should certainly not miss.
Call in when in the area or make a special trip to this inn, it will certainly be worth your while and you will not be disappointed….and we haven’t even mentioned the ghosts….oops!
