The Brook House, Barmskin Lane, Heskin, nr Chorley, Lancs.
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Recommended.              01257 451314

The Brook House almost describes itself: in the countryside of rural Lancashire, next to a brook and a small lake, and just a little larger than a house. Stopping at its small car park and looking at the patio garden area we were impressed enough to break our journey (with no particular destination in mind) - and we were not disappointed.

Traditional in many ways, the Brook House offers two small lounge/bar areas and a dining area as well as the gardens referred to above, all neat and comfortable and with beamed interiors.

Choosing from a good but limited lunch menu (the range of evening meal ‘specials’ is much more impressive) we glanced around at the mainly local customers. This is a gathering place, so we soon picked up on the local gossip (really, one couldn’t help but hear in the small lounge) – clearly a focus point for local news.

After a short wait our meals arrived and we were pleasantly surprised; local ingredients and home-made food of superior ‘pub grub’ quality at very low prices. This value for money could well be reproduced in the evening meals menu, though this was more realistically priced – we’ll have to go back one evening to check on this.
This, then, is the sort of quiet and unassuming place that it is getting harder and harder to find – in this case almost literally, as a look at the area between Wrightington and Heskin is needed to find the Hotel, though it is on a well-used road.

Take the trouble, and you’ll find a taste of traditional rural Lancashire….and you’ll enjoy it as we did.

