The Brigands Inn, Mallwyd, nr Machynlleth, North Wales
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Quality **** Value**** Staff ****Facilities****

Highly recommended.         http://www.brigandsinn.com/
On the edge of the Snowdonia National Park and near to the River Dovey as it winds its way to the sea is where you will find the Brigands Inn. Situated at a higher level to the roundabout at the junction of A470 and the A458 the Inn has extensive parking, as one would expect of a large hotel and restaurant. Renovated tastefully from its fifteenth century Coaching Inn beginnings, the atmosphere has been retained and on entering the bar area with its slate-flagged floor and hefty wooden beams this is at once apparent.

The staff are helpful and friendly, though we chose a busy day after a busy day….they had been celebrating the award of the AA Welsh pub of the Year 2006/2007 down in Cardiff the previous day. Understandably, therefore, things were a little slow to get going at lunchtime when we called in (and problems with phone lines and power cuts in the area hadn’t helped), but all was soon running smoothly. Just as well, because the place was extremely busy, with a good mixture of hotel guests, local residents and walkers and other tourists, all eager to try their fare. As a result the main dining areas were fully booked, so we ate in the bar/lounge area and were well satisfied at that.
As it was Sunday lunchtime only a set menu was on offer, but this gave ample choice and selection was not easy. The choice having been made, the meal soon arrived and met all expectations. The helpings were large, with vegetables etc to spare…indeed enough for any tourist who had just completed an arduous walk.

The cost of the meal was remarkably low for the quality of food provided, offering very good value for money indeed….another reason for the Inn’s popularity.

After a good meal we were advised that we could ‘take a stroll’…more like a hike… up the nearby Camlan Mountain to the site of King Arthur’s last battle, but we decided on a more sedate walk to admire the riverside scenery.

This is somewhere a traveller might pass by on the major roads nearby. Don’t do that, call in and enjoy a good meal.
