The Box Tree Restaurant, Church St, Ilkley, West Yorkshire
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Quality***** Value*****Staff*****Facilities*****Access****

Very Highly Recommended.   www.theboxtree.co.uk
One of the few restaurants in West Yorkshire with a Michelin star (now retained for the fourth year), the Box Tree restaurant was recommended to us as something special – and so it was. As may be seen from the picture, initially the outward appearance of the restaurant blends in well with the surrounding townscape but  being one of the oldest buildings in Ilkley (1720) it is no surprise that it has no designated car park, parking being available nearby in the town centre car park at reasonable cost.

As we arrived some of the local inhabitants were looking at the menu displayed outside and soon let us know that in this area it was a mark of distinction to have eaten here…especially as (this being a stereotypical Yorkshireism) they thought prices were quite high, though quality was assured. 
Thus informed we went in and found ourselves in what was more of a comfy drawing room than a bar/lounge area, with ornate ceilings, stained glass windows and period décor of quality.
Soon provided with drinks by the friendly and attentive staff we were able to choose from an interesting menu with a good range of dishes on offer both for lunches and as evening meals. There was a suitable wait for our meals to be prepared – an interesting ‘amuse bouche’ selection being provided – and then we were shown into one of the smaller dining areas, also comfortably furnished and with period charm.
The meals themselves were all they should be, with often delicate flavours skilfully presented and blended into a tasteful whole – clearly the Michelin star was well earned and not going to be relinquished on this showing. The skill of the chef and their brigade made the meal a memorable one….albeit lunch….and gave an idea of what delights an evening meal might hold. 
Throughout the time spent here service was first rate, as was the food and there is no doubt that Simon and Rena Gueller have wrought something to be proud of. Television appearances are becoming the norm at this restaurant (for reasons we find obvious) so a look at the website could well provide details of special features and events in the future….certainly you should check when you book…and booking is recommended, especially at potentially busy times.

Our day out proved to be most satisfactory in all respects and we were able to spend the afternoon looking around this charming market town…though we did not walk on Ilkley Moor….with or without hats.
Go there soon and make the most of a very good dining experience…

after all, one doesn’t come across such places every day….but wouldn’t it be nice if one could!

