The Bowes Museum, Barnard Castle, Co Durham.

If you want to visit a grand museum with an unusual tale to tell then this is the museum to visit. Set in historic Barnard Castle in County Durham, a market town of some history and with a castle built by the Balliol family (later of Balliol College fame) and visited by Charles Dickens (Dotheboys Hall found its inspiration here, as did other works), Bowes museum stands out as a magnificent building just a short walk from the town centre.
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Founded over 100years
ago by John and
Josephine Bowes, this
fine museum contains
major works of art,
together with many
artefacts and items of

furniture.

One well-loved feature is
the Silver Swan of Bowes,
a working musical box
made in 1773 and
constantly the centre of
attention ever since.

So extensive are the
exhibits that this Sedan
Chair could well be
employed to complete a
tour of the museum....but
where would we get the
bearers today?





Born as the brainchild of John and Josephine Bowes, this was purpose built to house their collection of works of art and family artefacts…though sadly neither one lived to see the project completed. The exhibits are laid out on three main floors and such is the variety and number of objects available that only a fraction of them may be displayed at any one time.

Thus it is that visitors, and there are many, gain an insight not only into the Fine Art, Ceramics and other exhibits of National importance but also into the furniture, entertainments and the smaller detailed exhibits which illustrate the life of the gentry of that time. 

Today there are also more modern exhibits and practical workshops, so that students and youngsters of all ages may know that they have visit a place of interest to them, not just a place to be told about pictures etc by teachers or older relatives. On the days we visited (it certainly takes more than one day to get an impression of this place) the halls were bustling, full of erudite seniors and excited juniors alike…and even some very young admirers, overcome by the grandeur of their surroundings.
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e % j And if you took this harp

to the party then
someone would certainly
ask you to play...

When Dinner was
served all the
amenities were
observed in this grand
setting.

Even when it was time
for bed the Duchess
still had sumptuous
surroundings.....and
bed curtains to keep
out cold draughts or

prying eyes.





Bowes Museum is a must for anyone in the area, and just as the exhibits provide nourishing sustenance for the mind so too the Bowes Café(within the museum itself) provides good food at reasonable prices and is well known and respected locally.

After a full day’s examination, spare the time to visit Barnard Castle itself and nearby villages like Greta Bridge, thus gaining a true impression of the people and of the scenic beauty of the area.
