The Boat Inn Erbistock, nr. Wrexham
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Quality **** Value ***** Staff*****Facilities*****

Highly recommended.          www.theboatinn.co.uk
  Want a day out right next to the river Dee in North Wales? With very good food and period surroundings? Sounds just like the Boat Inn.
Like many good places of this type it isn’t easy to find, being on the road near Erbistock village. The easy way is to follow the A528 to a pub called the Cross Foxes (also good, but not quite this standard) and then take the road behind that pub, leading after about half a mile down to the river Dee. The Boat Inn dates from about the seventeenth century and is near to an ancient ferry crossing point of the river. It is a grade 2 listed building remodelled in more recent times and is clearly a place of character as well as good cuisine.
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As you might  expect local produce features strongly on the menu and all of it is well prepared and presented, with a choice of period or a more modern conservatory dining area. Classic British and Continental are the main themes, with a range of dishes to suit all tastes and an interesting choice of puddings.

Staff are friendly and helpful, and the place is well used by local people so you may hear the topics of rural Cheshire and the Borders being discussed – along with the sounds of groups enjoying a good meal.

Difficulties stem from the reputation and popularity of the Inn – there is plenty of car park space when you reach it, but everyone who knows of it might think as you do and on a warm summers evening things can get very crowded. Also its special surroundings and its quality make it very popular for wedding parties and other special events, so booking or a telephone enquiry is always best in order to avoid disappointment.

When you visit take the time to look at St Hillary’s church (also grade 2 listed ) next door and a visit to the Garden House at the top of the short hill 100 yards away  will prove rewarding, particularly for those who would like to see the National Collection of Hydrangeas or look at some interesting garden sculptures.
You are very likely to see someone fishing the river, and sometimes rowers pass by in a leisurely fashion. Enjoy your meal and take in the ambience!
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