The Blue Bell Inn, Bell o’ th’ Hill, Tushingham, nr. Whitchurch.
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities***
Recommended.    http://www.bluebellinn.net/
The Blue Bell Inn is an interesting place for many reasons – and one which not too many people find…and it is certainly their loss. Situated just off the main A41 outside Whitchurch in Cheshire (look for the rather soiled Bell o’ th’ Hill signpost in Tushingham) a short detour leads to the small car park and the white building of the inn.

It really is an Inn of the old school, having been founded back in the 1667 and still retaining sections of wattle and daub walling- which play havoc with modern card readers but certainly add character. There are concessions to modernity of course, with an external garden area and small caravan site attached…but travellers from long ago would still recognise the traditional pub interior.
We entered through the main front door and were met by the sight of a small bar area with a couple of lounge/dining areas leading off it – all furnished with comfortable but unpretentious seating and tables…as of old, almost. 

Greeted by friendly and helpful staff it wasn’t long before we had taken our drinks to a cosy corner and were perusing an interesting menu of quality pub food. It didn’t take long for us to make our selections and in the short wait which followed we were able to examine the authentic décor and watch the place fill up rapidly with other diners.

When the food arrived it was tasty, ample in portion and made with obvious care and attention to detail – and as we later found it proved to be very good value for money.

This might not be the place for a gourmet repast but if you are seeking a slightly different dining experience which has the added advantages of real food, real people and a real setting (rare in these plastic and homogenised days) then this is certainly somewhere well worth a visit.

We had been a little apprehensive at first, but the nature of the place and the food itself soon won us over and we were very pleased to have called in. We shall certainly return – and after all, that is the true acid test of any establishment grand or simple.

One final pleasant touch was the enthusiasm of the staff, who asked for customers’ comments as they left so that service etc could be further improved – a praiseworthy approach at any time. 
Visit when in the area and you’ll see just what we mean.
