The Birch and Bottle, Higher Whitley, Warrington, Cheshire
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Quality *** Value*** Staff*** Facilities****

Recommended     01925 730225

Sometimes a journey along a motorway just gets to be too much trouble, so we branch off onto a minor road. So it was when we left the M56 motorway at Warrington en route for Northwich and the Anderton Lift, a renovated feature of local canal history. After looking at the Lift we returned towards the motorway and stopped at a small country pub for a meal – at the Birch and Bottle.

Normally we fight shy of places with names like this as they all too often signify a lamentable lack of quality and imagination, but on this day we did it right. 

The traditional inn, with just a small conservatory added, still retained its friendly character, and we arrived at the same time as a party of more elderly regular customers who had travelled some way to be there.

After ordering from the quite extensive menu there was only a short wait until our food arrived and we had our meal in a suitably friendly atmosphere.

The food itself was good home cooking using lots of local ingredients, and astounding value for money – then we noticed the sign that showed that there was even a discount for the elderly at that time – no wonder the place soon filled up.

After a very good meal we continued on our canal tour uplifted, and can recommend this inn as somewhere to call when hunger strikes.
