The Beeches Hotel and Brasserie, School Lane, Standish, Wigan
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Provisionally Recommended.

www.beecheshotel.co.uk
Just over a mile from junction 27 of the M6 motorway and heading in the Wigan direction and you will come upon the imposing Beeches Hotel, set near traffic lights. It looks to be both large and of some quality…and appearances are quite realistic in this case.

The main building is airy and spacious, with a comfortable lounge and several dining areas. The staff are helpful and efficient and there are even lots of car par space…but we were not totally impressed by the quality of the food.

Travelling some distance on this day – one which got warmer as it went on – we had reached the end of lunchtime and were tired and perhaps a little grouchy. The hotel seemed just the place for a rest and the welcome was as it should be, as we were soon led through to a spacious conservatory dining area which was well set out and well ventilated.

We soon made our choices from quite a large but typical ‘pub grub’ menu and before long our meals arrived. It was here that a little disillusionment set in, for whilst they were perfectly adequate meals we got the impression (perhaps not surprisingly, given the time) that they were the end of the service rather than a fresh effort.
We have no doubt that this is somewhere we shall call into again if in the area – and there were many things which did leave a good impression – but with major restaurants like Simply Heathcotes and the Mulberry Tree not far away, albeit more expensive, the Beeches will have to take care to maintain its food standards throughout in order to remain competitive.

This is somewhere well worth a visit and which does offer quite good value for money…but don’t look at the fine building and expect too much. Perhaps we struck an ‘off’ day…everyone has those…so we will call again (perhaps at dinner) and renew our acquaintance.

Until then, let us know what you think.

