The Bear Hotel, Crickhowell, Powys
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Quality **** Value****Staff****Facilities****
Highly recommended.          www.bearhotel.co.uk
Sometimes the easiest way to hide something – even something as large and imposing as the Bear Hotel – is to hide it in plain sight. Thus it was that after a few hours on the road we reached Crickhowell and simply could not see the hotel anywhere…..then we stopped the car near the town centre, got out and instantly noticed one of the main features of the town…the Bear Hotel, situated right on a cross-road intersection and next to a Zebra crossing. We had been so watchful of traffic and the care of pedestrians etc that we had driven past the place at least three times. 
Having thus given proof of both our own stupidity and the care we take when driving, we rapidly drove through the arched doorway (erected when the hotel was a coaching inn) and into the limited parking area available at the rear of the hotel.

After such a start it was pleasant indeed to go into the traditional interior of the building, as characterful as one would expect but with comfortable furnishings and carefully arranged décor. At once we booked a table for dinner that evening…a wise precaution as this proved to be a very popular venue for townsfolk and visitors alike.
Arriving later we noted that the car park filled up quickly (though other parking areas were available nearby) and that we were scheduled to eat in one of the two dining rooms, the grandest of which had already been set aside for a special function.

Seated at a table in a low-beamed dining room and served by quite attentive staff, this proved to be no hardship and we were soon able to make our choices from an interesting and varied menu. After a suitable short wait our meals arrived and we found them to be tasty, well presented and of a high standard in all respects, as one would expect in such a setting.

As the meal progressed the dining room rapidly filled up with discerning diners, proving that the booking of meals such as this would certainly be a good idea, especially at peak times.

Such good food in surroundings like these will never be cheap, but we were satisfied that we had received good value for money and when the bill had been paid we made our way outside to admire the pretty market town and the area around it. Certainly we would recommend that this is a place well worth a visit – but book first and arrive early if you wish to use the hotel car park, or you may be disappointed…..but you will certainly not be disappointed with the fare on offer!

