The Barbon Inn, Barbon,nr Kirkby Lonsdale, Cumbria.
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Quality****Value****Staff*****Facilities****

Highly Recommended.             http://www.barbon-inn.co.uk/
There aren’t too many places like this left and they certainly aren’t easy to find – although, well signposted just off the A683 between Kirkby Lonsdale and Sedbergh, the Barbon Inn is easy to reach.

Barbon itself is a quiet, pretty village surrounded by stunning scenery in the Lune Valley, with stone-built houses and friendly people….a true Dales village if ever there was one.

Passing through the area previously we had noticed the sign for the Inn, so on this day we drove along the quite narrow but quiet roads to see for ourselves. The Inn is the only one in the village and is easy to find, but be aware that parking nearby is limited and that tractors and farm machinery use the roads, so park with care. 

Inside, the Inn is as traditional as can be, with beamed interiors and a small bar/lounge area and more spacious dining areas – all of which exude character from every pore. The menu is limited to bar meals during the day (when we visited recently) but are more adventurous and extensive in the evenings, with a good range of produce on offer.
Clearly one of the centres of village life, the Inn is popular with locals and many visitors pass through, so it was good to find friendly staff and customers who would include us in their conversation and make sure our stay was very pleasant.

Having chosen our meal there was a short wait before the generous helpings of sandwiches and salads arrived, giving us time to savour the atmosphere and surroundings to the full.

Our appetites sated and with invitations to call again ringing in our ears we left to further explore the village and the area – well worth the time it took.

If you are looking for a real, unpretentious village Inn, full of history and tales of highwaymen, with good food and good company, make the small detour necessary to visit this Inn. There are newer and more prestigious places not far away, but the Barbon Inn has a secure place in the minds of those who know it….and we will be back.
