The Alvanley Arms , Cotebrook, Tarporley, Cheshire.
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Highly recommended.           www.alvanleyarms.co.uk
As you travel down the A49 road from Warrington to Whitchurch and into darkest Cheshire you’ll find some very good eating establishments. The Alvanley Arms, a modernised (but characterful) 16th Century coaching inn is no exception; being surrounded by other good restaurants it holds its own very well.

Located at the bottom of a small hill and next to a trout lake you have to take care when entering the car park – but this is extensive, as the inn shares facilities with the Cotebrook Shire Horse Centre, owned and run by the same family for many years.

No surprise, then, that as one settles into the dining room, some of it panelled and all of it with style, that the decoration on the walls, pictures, etc are all to do with horses – not surprising either since it’s also near the North Cheshire Polo Club, also on the A49 .

The staff are very professional and the menu a fine mix of food for everyone – and this is food of proper restaurant quality and not the usual pub grub. Your meal may take a few moments longer to arrive, but it is well prepared and presented, helpings are satisfactory and prices are very reasonable.

It’s the sort of place where conversations may be struck up with other diners, but tables are not too close together as in some establishments. This is somewhere run by the same family for many years and it is instantly obvious that they know exactly what they’re doing in all respects.

In short this is a very good place to have a meal…and in good weather the outdoor dining facilities include a grand view over the lake.

After a grand repast take the time to look at the Shire Horse Centre and marvel at the gentleness of these large creatures.

Oh, and by the way, when I proffered my plastic card I didn’t need to tax my memory with a PIN number…the machine had been destroyed the previous week when lightning struck the building!  

