Th’Owd Tithe Barn, Church St, Garstang, Lancashire.
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Quality*** Value*** Staff*** Facilities*** 

Recommended.   http://www.mitchellshotels.co.uk/dine-venue.php?id=13
Situated next to the canal basin in the traditional market town of Garstang, the Old Tithe Barn, one of the Mitchell’s group of hotels and inns, has much to commend it. Finding it within the narrow streets of the interesting town was quite easy – it was well signposted both from within the town and from the nearby main A6 route between Preston and Lancaster.

The town itself is well worth a visit on its own account – especially on market days – and is in the middle of a prosperous farming area containing some grand scenery. We have visited the area many times before, but this was our first call at this inn near the canal basin.

Parking was easy at the side of the inn, which dates back to 1701 and was converted to a pub and restaurant in 1973. As we made our way in we noted adverts for the various events on offer at different times of year, from beer festivals to medieval banqueting, so together with its canal-side setting this inn is clearly always a busy place.
Entering through the main front door (facing the canal basin) we found ourselves in a large and clearly historic barn area now used for dining, with a number of smaller rooms and a bar area to one side – all very well cared for and with suitable décor.

Greeted by friendly staff it didn’t take us long to select a seat overlooking the canal basin and to give our food order from a quite extensive menu of good pub grub. As we waited we noted the alfresco dining area and the other facilities outside our window – and saw that other customers were beginning to arrive and take up their places.

It wasn’t long before our food arrived and it proved to be well cooked and presented and of large portion size, thus providing good value for money as we found later when settling the very reasonable bill.

Throughout our stay the staff were attentive but unobtrusive – not an easy thing to be when working in a large open area where the configuration of the building (it really is a barn in size and shape) sets its own limitations.

We left well satisfied with our meal and went on to look at the canal basin, receiving friendly greetings from some of the canal folk whose barges were moored nearby. Somewhere well worth a visit indeed.
