Tavern Bar, Lake Vyrnwy Hotel, Lake Vyrnwy, Powys.
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Quality *** Value*** Staff *** Facilities*****

Recommended        www.lakevyrnwy.com/home.html
Driving through the impressive scenery of Mid-Wales we decided to visit Lake Vyrnwy – and to renew our acquaintance with the Lake Vyrnwy Hotel. This hotel – really the only one in the area – is set high above the lake itself and offers splendid views…sadly, on this visit, the views were the best part of the experience.

The hotel was crowded and the car parks full, but having found a suitable spot we returned to the main hotel – and were told that only the five-course gourmet menu was being served that evening. Rather surprised that this was the only option, we were directed to the Tavern Bar, an adjunct of the hotel itself…but much different in style, as it turned out.

Entering past a noisy games/TV room, we made our way to the front lounge and after moving to the veranda to look at the view, found a suitable seat within. 
This Tavern offered ‘pub grub’ in the usual manner, so we collected our drinks and ordered our food from the bar area. The staff were helpful and efficient, but only some items were available from the menu – given the time of day not too surprising – so we made our choices and after a short wait our food arrived.

The meals themselves were tasty and of a good standard – we were told that they were prepared in the main restaurant kitchens – and available in large portions….but still just good ‘pub grub’.

More surprising and a little upsetting was the noise pollution from the games room – including a certain amount of foul language which appeared to go unchecked by anyone. 

Clearly, whilst perfectly adequate in many ways, this was the ‘downmarket’ area of the hotel complex – somewhere where young locals could let off steam and where those who wanted simpler fare could be catered for.

If you are in the area do call in to the Lake Vyrnwy Hotel – it is a grand place and the scenery is spectacular – but if you want more than just pub grub do take the time to book a meal in the main hotel, as there the facilities (as one would expect) are of a much higher standard.

