Stanley House, Mellor, Blackburn, Lancashire.
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Quality**** Value***Staff*****Facilities*****Access*****

Highly Recommended.     http://www.stanleyhouse.co.uk/
What makes Stanley House near Blackburn out of the ordinary? Well, there are several elements to choose from – its location, near to both a major town and to motorway links; its situation on a rise at the end of a long drive; its facilities (it opened in 2004 so all is up to date), or perhaps the fact that we were met at the door by a uniformed doorman. What actually did it for us, as ever, was the warmth of the welcome and the quality of the food on offer. No problems about secure parking here – they are used to catering for events and large wedding parties – and the staff were efficient and helpful throughout without being obtrusive.

There were several events in preparation when we arrived for lunch, so we ate in Mr Fred’s bar/lounge area, a comfortably furnished lounge leading out to a garden area which would be very appealing in suitable weather. We were soon able to choose from a limited but interesting menu and it wasn’t long before our food arrived. It was as we wished it to be, nothing fancy at this time of day but flavourful and tasty nonetheless – just right for lunch on a cold day….and at reasonable prices, given the location and facilities on offer.
While we ate our meals the other elements of such a hotel became obvious – couples arrived to arrange weddings (and were given suitable tours of the hotel itself) and rooms were being prepared for birthday parties later that day. It was typical that in spite of these activities the staff gave us the time to show us the main restaurant (Cassis) area and the stables….restaurants for larger functions and all looking special.

We left after a good look around and inspection of menus etc….but will certainly be back in the near future to try the evening meals.

This hotel has built up a very good reputation in all respects since its opening and on our experience thoroughly deserves it. Prices are not cheap, but good food and appropriate care are always a little more costly – we always look for value for money at whatever price…and that is certainly what we got here.

Call in and see for yourselves.

