Spofforth Castle, early home of the Percy family.

Situated in grand scenery between Harrogate and Wetherby in Yorkshire, Spofforth village is as pretty as a picture and clearly well cared for by its residents. One example of this is the lady we found weeding a large civic flowerpot on the main street – but a far more telling example is the Castle Field, bought by the people of the village in 1985 for the benefit of all the people of the community.
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The Castle and the castle
field, all that remains of
the Percy family’s one-
time home.

Built on a rocky
outcrop, the lower floor
adds size and purpose
to the castle.

A quiet and scenic
place and yet the
scene of much
history in times gone
by.





In 1067 William de Percy came to England from Normandy and was rewarded by William the Conqueror with 86 Lordships in Yorkshire, including this one, where he built his Manor. Nothing remains of that original building and in 1309 Henry de Percy bought the manor of Alnwick in the Northumberland so Spofforth declined. As his power and influence increased there in 1377 the fourth Henry Percy became Earl of Northumberland, (where Henry Hotspur was born). In 1403 the Percys led an unsuccessful rebellion against Henry IV and lost everything after the battles of Shrewsbury and Bramham Moor. Their rival, the Earl of Warwick, was given Spofforth Castle and had it destroyed.
It was not until1470 that the Percy family was allowed to regain Spofforth and it took until 1559 for another Henry Percy to obtain a license to crenellate the building. By 1600 the hall that remains today was abandoned and given to the castle’s Steward – and when he died in 1604 it was allowed to fall into decay, a process aided by Cromwell’s army in later years.
Such is the story of many castles and stately homes, charting the gains and losses of great families over the centuries. Spofforth Castle remains a tribute to those early times…gone but not forgotten by the people of the village.

