Skipton Castle…please bring your Roller……

Skipton is a busy market town and gateway to the magnificent scenery of the Yorkshire Dales, a town full of modernity yet packed with history that not all the visitors are aware of…and subject to change.
Skipton Castle is one of the best preserved and most complete medieval castles in England. The only Royalist stronghold in the North left after the battle of Marston Moor its roof was removed on the orders of Cromwell…but allowed to be reinstated ten years later on the condition that it would not hold the weight of cannon.

The historic links of Skipton also include George Clifford, the 3rd Earl of Cumberland and champion to Queen Elizabeth I as well as one of her Admirals against the Spanish Armada…he lies buried in the Parish Church.
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The Castle gates are open — Inside all is ready for
not for the public but only for  their arrival, though

the Rolls-Royce owners’ club ~ Some miss the correct
turn into the castle....

Look closely, one has Meanwhile the church
arrived, with another 52 and the town look on,

expected.... unimpressed.




Things change little in some ways despite the lapse in time, however, so when we saw the open gates of the castle and went to view it we were (very courteously) turned away…the doors were open at that time only for a group of Rolls Royce car owners and their guests…the public were welcome later, probably when they had gone on their way again.
If you visit the area make sure that you call in to Skipton, with its markets and a good range of shops and eating places as well as the River Aire and the Leeds- Liverpool canal…it will well repay your time.
