Sh’I’n’tin

Tony Hancock: Now that’s a name to conjure with. A long time ago…but not so long for some of us….he did a radio sketch called ‘Jack’s return home.’ It was a classic of its kind, running for many minutes and explaining as how Jack had got impaled by the Zulus, so wasn’t coming back to his family. They then went into comic details of the events and the family, until it turned out that Jack wasn’t really related to them at all. Hancock summed it all up with this punch line – ‘Well, now we know why Jack didn’t return home….he doesn’t live here!’
Why the comic recollection? Well, because recently we went down to Lewes in Sussex, not far from Newhaven. Whilst there we decided to visit Anne of Cleves house, now a museum. The house and its artefacts were fascinating and the staff very welcoming and helpful – so it’s somewhere we would recommend you all to go.

However, after the tour and the talk to the staff, as we came away I looked at the literature and found something that surprised me. It turned out that Anne had been given the house as part of a nullity of marriage settlement provided by Henry VIII. It also turned out that although it provided an income, she had never lived there….nor even visited the property. Just like Jack, she couldn’t return home ….because she’d never lived there!

So why the odd title to this item? The whole thing reminded me of a cartoon event from long ago in Lancashire. The rent collector is knocking at the door of a terraced house, demanding the rent. From the letter box of the adjacent house comes the phrase ‘Shintin’…all as one word. The next cartoon frame shows the same scene for the next-door house….and from the first one comes the neighbourly call ‘Shintin’……that’s what neighbours were for in those bleak days. So, the translation, at last….Shintin…..She isn’t in…..all compressed, as in working at t’mill….and had Anne of Cleves been a Northern lass, that’s what her neighbours would have said too, when Henry called round for the rent!
