Second Largest House in Derbyshire?

Calke Abbey, set in its own magnificent parkland grounds, is on of the treasures of the Peak. It was acquired for the National Trust in the 1980s, and some of the rooms had remained untouched for a hundred years. As a result, careful restoration complete, many rooms retain their Victorian clutter, adding to the character of a typically grand house.
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Calke Abbey, the second
largest house in

Derbyshire, built in 1703 by
Sir Jokn Harpur to replace
his home at Swarkestone,
not far away

The grounds are extensive
and splendid....and if you
look closely at the picture you
can see some deer being fed
and attended to by the estate

staff.

Also not far away you will
find a large and scenic
lake, home to yet more
wildlife and adding to the
grandeur of the scene.





Collections of birds, paintings, ornaments and family photographs dating from this period and earlier, sit amongst peeling wall paper and paint, seeming to wait for the family to return….and a major treasure, the State Bed, covered in ornate Chinese silk embroideries and with richly coloured hangings– never unpacked or used in life – now is shown in a glass display cabinet for all to see.
