Scarecrows and such….

Everyone knows what scarecrows are…but not everyone knows how ancient is the tradition of making them….and how this has changed over the years. Scarecrows appear in literature, too – even Shakespeare in his play King Henry IV Part I, has Falstaff likening some of his soldiers’ ragged state to that of a scarecrow -  ‘A mad fellow met me on the way and told me I had unloaded all the gibbets and pressed the dead bodies. No eye hath seen such scarecrows…’ No wonder they won.
But scarecrows these days have another guise and another purpose; at least they do in Wray, near Lancaster. Back in the early 1990s the village Fair wasn’t doing so well, when artist David Hartnup and his wife went to France on holiday and saw a village full of scarecrows. They imported the idea as a feature of the Wray Village Fair’s week of festivities and what a change they made. Now everyone in the village community takes part and lots of money is raised for worthy local causes…and other villages have taken up the idea too.
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The good the bad and the ugly

Pirates of the River Wenning A canoeist makes their escape




This year an expected 40,000 visitors should come to see the scarecrows on display – this year on a theme of major Movies – and to marvel at the intricate work on display and the cohesion of the village community. The local schools too play their part and everyone benefits from the money raised…and from all the goodwill generated.

Long may it continue !
	

	 
	 

	 
	 

	 
	


