Ruthin Castle Hotel, Ruthin, Denbighshire, North Wales.

[image: image1.jpg]



Quality***** Value*****Staff*****Facilities*****Access*****
Highly Recommended.   www.ruthincastle.co.uk
For all its prominence and status in this area of North Wales, the Ruthin Castle Hotel wasn’t immediately obvious. Certainly it was at the highest point in the town, where a castle should be; certainly it was set in its own impressive grounds complete with gatehouse and coats of arms…but the town itself has developed to one side of the castle so narrow streets might deflect the unwary….and there is a Castle Hotel not far away, though not the same thing at all.
Driving into the Ruthin Castle grounds we were at once aware of its history (a castle was here from before the thirteenth century) and its current range of facilities (yes, there is a signposted banqueting suite) as well as the medieval courtyard and other features. Parking within all this may not have been one of the original concerns of the castle builders, but it is certainly easy now.

The hotel itself is a seeming bastion of tradition in some respects, with an imposing entrance and with many rooms, including what is now the reception area, being oak panelled. We were greeted by helpful and welcoming staff (in such a place one would almost use the term flunkeys) and directed to one of the several lounges for lunch – largely because other (grander) functions were taking place that day and we were unexpected guests. It was no surprise to find that there were several lounges and dining areas normally available, all arranged with the same high level of décor and service.
Seated in deep leather chairs and near to a large blazing log fire (it was a cold day) we made our choices from an interesting but limited lounge/bar menu and sat back to admire the features of the room. It was only quite a short wait until our meals arrived, but it gave us time to reflect on the other occupants of the room (planning a wedding here in the near future) and to reflect on the many Royal and distinguished guests who had visited the same room – whether on official or distinctly unofficial affairs.
When our meals arrived they were tasty and very well prepared and presented – in short, what one would really expect in such a place – and after a busy morning we did them proper justice and left not a crumb. After spending a little more leisure time in the comfort of the lounge we made our way out to explore the grounds and to look out at the rest of the town and the surrounding countryside – a suitable pastime on such a day and from such a vantage point.
There is no doubt that the Ruthin Castle Hotel is somewhere that you should visit, even if you have to make a detour or special trip to do so. It offers many things including quality food and accommodation at appropriate prices – and some very good bargains, particularly at lunch times. Clearly we were lucky on our visit, however, and booking is essential at busy times, particularly at evenings and weekends.
Given that you make prior arrangements you are not likely to be disappointed in any respect (and to get good value for money), so we went on our way uplifted and pleased to have found another place which will become a regular stop on our itinerary for this area.

Check it out on its own website and call in for yourselves – you’ll soon see what we mean.

