The Royal Oak, Braithwaite, Keswick, Cumbria.
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Quality*** Value***Staff****Facilities***
Recommended.    www.royaloak-braithwaite.co.uk
November, nearly December and Cumbria could deliver many a winter scene from the classic snow topped peaks and fir trees, to a foggy, wet windy drizzle engulfing all the scenery. Today 25th November, 2011 it delivered the latter. Not cold but very wet and not the perfect weather for hiking nor for sight seeing. I had looked forward to a couple of days away in my motor-home and so found a space in Braithwaite Cumbria, just across the Northern edge of Derwent Water from the wonderful town of Keswick. Whatever time of year it is, the town of Keswick is packed and finding a space for the roaming motor-homer is not as easy as it may sound…and so the great site at Braithwaite was a real bonus. A short walk into the village brought me to the old English pub the Royal Oak a three storey black and white building which attracts many a walker and local resident. The pub is a step back into the 1960’s -  which is not a criticism but more of a pat on the back to the landlord who knows that the type of walker and resident do not like theme pubs and fast food, and nor do I.
Hobgoblin, Blacksheep and other cask ales were available….and one of them lubricated our throats whilst we waited for the cook to produce our pub grub meals. Local meat and local vegetables were the main claim of the menu and I must say the outcome was delicious. Now, what do you do when you have eaten, nowhere else to go and on foot? So, we opted to stay and try each real ale in half pint moderation. Two hours later the landlord came round with free sandwiches to all of his customers and we had a lovely supper to finish the night off.
Would I recommend this pub amongst the plethora of hostelries in Cumbria? Yes definitely for a nostalgic return to your youth and the wooden, hand-pulled real ale bar.
 

