Ross on Wye, the origin of tourism?

Ross on Wye is a small market town on the edge of both the Forest of Dean and the River Wye. It is said that in 1745 the local Rector started taking his friends on sight-seeing trips down the river and to the castles nearby. In 1782 the first illustrated tour guide to Britain was published by William Gilpin – ‘Observations on the River Wye’ – leading to an unprecedented rush to visit the area.
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The narrow streets of
Ross on Wye welcome
visitors, as they have
done for many years.

The market house,
built in the 1650’s , still

plays a full part in town
activities in this busy
local centre.

Now block paved and
not cobbled, the steep,
narrow town centre
roads can cause
congestion, even in a
one-way system.





Today the area is just as busy, drawing in tourists from all over the world and forming one of the mainstays of the local economy.

There is still room for the traditional Farmers’ Market, however, and the narrow streets of the town are full of traffic, especially on market days.
