Robber Barons….
‘In days of old, when knights were bold’ ….so begins a saga in verse which many of us will have heard – and perhaps we’d better not continue some versions of it for too long! Back in those days there were indeed folk who held the power in the land and who could bend the law or even break it with impunity, after all in some cases they actually made the laws. Having some time to spare to investigate historic places, we went to Hever Castle, not far from Sevenoaks in Kent.
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The childhood home of
Anne Boleyn, the castle
later passed into the
ownership of Henry Viil ‘s
fourth wife, Anne of
Cleves.





Just next door to the official Hever castle car park stands the church and the King Henry VIII Inn, so in we went… first to the pub, of course.  The Inn was quiet and restful, clearly an ancient structure (a pub has been here since at least 1597) ready to withstand the effects of all weathers and the changes of time. Just as in the past the area was the scene of many turbulent adventures all hidden in the quiet countryside, so it is today - but with a different type of robber…

It seems that the Inn was used as the place from which the infamous Brinks-Mat bullion robbery was planned and executed, with some £26million of ill-gotten gains being stolen. Some things do change with time and in due course the gang leaders were caught and sentenced to 25 years in prison. Three tonnes of stolen gold has never been recovered, however and it is claimed that anyone wearing gold jewellery bought in the UK after 1983, is probably wearing Brinks Mat.
