Restaurant 1539, Nuns Rd, Chester Racecourse, Chester.
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Quality**** Value*****Staff****Facilities*****Access*****

Highly Recommended.   http://www.restaurant1539.co.uk/
What do you really need on a very hot day? An agreeable environment, good food and an interesting panorama to gaze over whilst allowing others to get hot and bothered in traffic jams or at work etc.

We found all this and more at the 1539 restaurant at the Roodee, or Chester racecourse and were well contented. Turning off the motorway to the south of Chester itself we just followed the Racecourse signs (there had been a meeting the previous day) and it was easy. Passing a lot of things with ‘Grosvenor’ in their name (well, the Duke of Westminster, Jerry Grosvenor to his friends, Royal and otherwise, does live just a few miles away and probably owns most of the area) we crossed the river Dee, took the next left turn and soon came to the entrance to the racecourse itself. On giving the parking attendant our destination we were directed to the (free) restaurant car park avoiding a typical £4:50 charge and other race sight-seers or tourists keen on a visit to this historic town.

As may be seen from the picture above, the restaurant itself is set high above the racecourse stands, offering a magnificent view of the action and comfortable accommodation. Greeted by welcoming but busy staff (catering for a group of 50+ young partygoers and parents) we were shown to a table with a great view….and, on this sweltering day….air conditioning, which was just what we needed. Rather different from the first horse race here, back in the 1539 which gave the restaurant its name!
It was at this point that we encountered our only mild annoyance – service was slow if not a little lethargic, presumably the party of the first party taking precedence over just a couple of guests. We were given drinks and ample time to peruse the menu and enjoy the view, so the wait was not a problem. 
The menu was interesting but with limited choice (we found out why later) though with a range which catered for most if not all tastes.
Having given our order there was a wait whilst the food was prepared, so we were able to watch a group of racecourse workers replacing divots from the previous day’s racing (as is done in golf or polo) whilst we relaxed in the cool surroundings…and gloated just a little.

The food itself was tasty, well prepared and well presented with portions being ample for such weather conditions…..and it was here that we had the answer as to why choices were rather limited. It seems that we had used the special offer menu which gave a meal of two courses for just £25…for two people….enormous value as we had expected to pay that much for each person and would not have been concerned to do so.

Overall, then, a good value day in all respects, with good food and comfortable surroundings topped by excellent value for money. We shall certainly call again when in the area – though booking would be a very good idea as the place was understandably crowded by the time we came away.

Clearly this is somewhere set up to produce a grand day at the races (race hospitality must be very good) and so geared to a wide but discerning audience, from providing lifts and excellent access for the disabled, to the local ‘glitterati’ party crowd who occupied the roof restaurant/viewing area on the day of our visit.

Don’t miss out – go there soon!

