Ramada Plaza Hotel, the Promenade, Southport, Lancashire

[image: image1.jpg]el

ERRT

I NTE




  
Quality**** Value****Staff*****Facilities*****Access*****

Recommended.   www.ramadaplazasouthport.co.uk
Southport and nearby Churchtown contain many surprises, with their links to the founding of the RNLI, early aviation and even (for those of a certain age) Dan Dare and the Eagle comic for boys….and now there is a new attraction. 

Southport has undergone lots of changes over the years – many of them to the good - so we were not surprised to hear that a large and impressive development was underway on the Promenade near the Marine Lake area. Setting out to try the facilities for ourselves the first thing to be done was to park up and enter the hotel itself – not as simple as we first thought, though logical enough when we considered it.

As may be seen from the above pictures, the hotel complex is a large one which will eventually link with shops and a Casino area…and it is on a split level, the street entrance being from the Promenade whilst there is another entrance from the car park. Wishing to do things right, we followed the signs and drove past the hotel and then down behind the Southport Theatre and to the level of the Lake, thence passing into the hotel’s large free underground car park. Since building work is still going on near this level we needed the advice of a friendly workman to find the (signposted) route to a remotely operated entry point and then to a lift to the hotel reception area on floor one. Later we came in by the Promenade route and entered a small lounge area which gave access to the reception and other areas above….all perfectly acceptable…but just a little unusual.
Having reached the reception area on the first floor we were met by helpful staff who showed us to a comfortable open-plan lounge adjacent to a large dining area, all well furnished and well set out….and obviously very new…indeed the hotel has only been open for a few months. This area contained the Marine Brasserie where we were to have our meal, a light and airy room with lots of glass and modern furnishing, but as with many large hotels, without much character.
Presented with a range of menus and a good though limited choice of food we soon made our selections and settled down to look at the views whilst the meals were being prepared. 
The efficient staff made sure that our short wait was a pleasant one and when our meals arrived they were well presented and portions were quite large. Whilst being everything they should be however, it was clear that this was the typical fare of a large busy hotel and not a gourmet feast of any kind, but the type of meal available at any good class of restaurant. The food was tasty and well received and we have no complaints of any kind – and the bill when it came was very reasonable indeed, so value for money was high.
This, then, is a place which is well worth a visit and one which will only improve as facilities nearby are completed (doubtless to the same high standard) – somewhere for a lunch or an evening meal in quality surrounding and with good service…but somewhere which, like the food, is a little soulless at present.

Perhaps some potential customers have been put off by the size and grand appearance of the complex, but those who venture in looking for a good deal will not be disappointed….and it certainly is somewhere new to Southport and which deserves to be popular in the tourist season and with the local people.

After our pleasant repast we decided to have a walk outside over the nearby bridge (a feature in itself) and to look properly at the work being completed. This really took a few minutes as it is a large complex and there is much potential still to be developed, with spacious glass-fronted areas which could well house cafes and other facilities with ease.

If you think you know Southport but haven’t visited this area for a while, you should call in – with the beach and its entertainment areas, the interesting shopping centre nearby, and now the Ramada Plaza Hotel you will have plenty to see….and there is even a Lawnmower Museum somewhere nearby….but thankfully we didn’t get as far as that...
Try it and see for yourselves.

