Raby Castle, County Durham.

Set well back in its own parkland, away from the main road from Barnard Castle to Bishop Auckland in County Durham and just a short distance from the pretty village of Staindrop, you will find the magnificent Raby Castle, home of the Lord Barnard’s family since 1626. Imposing from its point of entry, down the long drive to the many towers and battlements, Raby Castle offers many attractions to the visitor.

It was here that the previous owners, the Nevill family, helped organise the ‘Rising of the North’ against Queen Elizabeth I in 1569 – after which they lost their lands and power for many long years and the Vane family took over in the area and later became elevated to the Peerage as the Lords Barnard. This was not the first Northern connection, however, for King Cnut…or as we now have it King Canute II the Great, owned the estate in the 1100s, and Raby came from the Danish words Ra…meaning boundary; and Bi…meaning settlement…..Cnut being the self-appointed ‘Emperor of the North’. It was only in the 14th Century that the Nevills built the castle we know today.
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The entrance to Raby
Castle, built by the
Nevill family, but the
home of Lord Barnard
since 1626.

Herds of deer now roam
the peaceful parkland of
one of the most
impressive medieval
castles in the region.

With towers and
battlements aplenty it
was here, in the
Barons’ Hall, that 700
knights gathered to
plan the Rising of the
North against Queen
Elizabeth I.





The castle saw action during the Civil War for the Parliamentary forces and was besieged in both 1645 and 1648, though it received little damage….indeed, more harm was done in a family dispute in the 1700s.

This is clearly well worth a visit when in the area.
